It’s A Wonderful Life





It’s A Wonderful Life (1946) is a charming comedy/drama; it’s also a touching salute to the simple values of small-town life.  James Stewart is George Bailey.  From childhood, he dreams of escaping Bedford Falls, but inevitably his sense of responsibility traps him there.  As a middle-aged man, he contemplates suicide until a Guardian Angel, named Clarence, saves him and shows him how much he has accomplished and how many friends he has.  





(Nominated for Best Actor, Best Director & Best Picture)





Choose one of the following and write 3-4 well-developed, formal paragraphs for 75 points (Make sure you include a thesis statement).





Discuss Clarence’s role as an angel trying to get his wings.  How does Clarence defy our normal expectations of a divine figure?  How do his lack of “divine powers” make him a more endearing and memorable character?  Use specific episodes from the movie to illustrate these points.





How do the characters Mr. Potter, Uncle Billy & Mr. Gower help define George Bailey’s personality and character?  In other words, how do episodes and specific incidents with these characters throughout the movie reveal defining moments / insights into the kind of person George Bailey becomes?





Sometimes in life incidents occur which are deeply disappointing to us at first, but end up being blessings.  Choose at least two such incidents from the movie and explain how these moments prove to be fortunate ultimately.





Pulling in specific incidents from the book, discuss 3 to 4 themes from Frank Capra’s movie, It’s A Wonderful Life.








Minimum Length: 1 page (only legible essays will be graded!)


Due Date: Friday, December 12th


Value: 75 points


